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Story 
Time



1. What was considered at one point in time “four times longer than the Great Wall of China, and consumed a hundred 
times more material than the Great Pyramid of Cheops”?

2. What popular drink can be linked to the treatment of malaria?

a. Vodka & soda

b. Gin & tonic

c. Rum & coke

d. Whisky & lemonade

3. What city has the most French speakers in it?

4. Name a country that was never colonized by European powers

Pop Quiz



With a circumference of about 16.8km, the Benin Wall built in 

1010 AD is known to have been the largest man-made structure in 

West Africa, located in Old Benin Kingdom.

Benin City was one of the first cities to have a semblance of street 

lighting. Huge metal lamps, many feet high, were built and placed 

around the city, especially near the king’s palace. Fuelled by palm 

oil, their burning wicks were lit at night to provide illumination for 

traffic to and from the palace.

The Walls were ravaged by the British in 1897 in the “Punitive 

Expedition” led by Rear-Admiral Harry Rawson in retaliation for 

the so-called “Benin Massacre” (a surprise attack on British forces 

attempting to capture Benin City.)

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/mar/18/story-of-cities-5-benin-city-edo-nigeria-mighty-medieval-capital-lost-without-trace


When Winston Churchill attributed it with saving “more 
Englishmen’s lives, and minds, than all the doctors in the 
Empire,” he wasn’t referring to a military tactic or peace treaty. 
Instead, his accolades were reserved for the gin and tonic.

The foundation of traditional tonic water, quinine, is a bitter 
tasting alkaloid that is derived from the bark of several species 
of the genus Cinchona.

In 1820, two French pharmacologists--Pierre Joseph Pelletier 
and Joseph Caventou--isolated quinine, and later established 
a factory in Paris for its production. A purified version was also 
created for usage instead of the bark. 

Since the lowered mortality rate from malaria enabled 
Europeans to live in areas where the disease was prevalent, 
quinine has been seen as a tool of nineteenth century 
colonialism that was critical for empire expansion throughout 
Asia and Africa.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9714995/


More than 321 million people speak French across the 

globe on five continents.

1. Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo: 12.8 

million inhabitants

2. Paris, France: 11 million inhabitants

3. Abidjan, Ivory Coast: 5.4 million inhabitants

4. Yaoundé, Cameroon: 4.6 million inhabitants

5. Casablanca, Morocco: 4.3 million inhabitants

6. Bamako, Mali: 4 million inhabitants

7. Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso: 3.8 million 

inhabitants

8. Algiers, Algeria: 3.7 million inhabitants

9. Dakar, Senegal: 3.7 million inhabitants

10. Montreal, Quebec, Canada: 3.7 million inhabitants






Only four countries fully escaped European colonialism:

1. Japan - Maintained independence through strength, 

diplomacy, isolationist policies, and geographical 

distance.

2. Korea - Similarly avoided European control through 

similar strategies, though Japan later colonised it.

3. Thailand - Remained independent as a buffer state 

between British-controlled Burma and French Indochina.

4. Liberia - Protected from European colonialism due to 

backing from the United States, which helped establish 

the country in the 1800s.

Ethiopia is debated as a fifth country that resisted European 

colonialism, although Italy briefly occupied it from 1935 to 

1941, which some argue was part of WWII rather than 

traditional colonial rule.



• Colonial matrix of power: A term coined by Aníbal Quijano to describe the legacies of colonialism in structures of power and 

control, as well as in systems of knowledge. The colonial matrix of power emphasises that many institutional, social, and cultural 

power relations today can be traced back to structures and cultures implemented during the colonial period.

• Global South: A phrase that usually refers to Asia, Africa, and South America. It identifies them as broadly less economically 

developed and as politically or culturally marginal. The term has become prevalent in recent years as a replacement for terms 

like ‘Third World’, ‘periphery’ or ‘developing world’. It is a comparative term that juxtaposes the South to the North and has its 

roots in ideas that modernity, wealth, and power are located in the West.

• Global North: A phrase that usually refers to Europe, North America and Australia. It broadly identifies them as economically, 

politically and culturally dominant global regions. The term has become prevalent in recent years as a replacement for terms 

such as ‘First World’, ‘core’ or ‘developed world’.

Key Definitions



EDI and decolonisation are not the same 

Bhanot states that “the concept of diversity only exists if there is an assumed neutral point from which 
‘others’ are ‘diverse” (2015).

Akel writes, “diversity can still exist within this western bias” (2020). 

Diversity can only exist in proximity to White people because diversity is “the new corporatised version 
of multiculturalism” and what we should be exploring is decolonial thought (Ventour, 2021).

https://mediadiversified.org/2015/12/30/is-diversity-is-only-for-white-people/
https://eachother.org.uk/decolonising-the-curriculum-what-it-really-means/
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Colonialism

Pillars of Privilege Task:

Draw the pillars and create 
two sets of dots & connected 
lines from a Eurocentric point 

of view:

1. Where do you sit on the 
pillars

2. Where does an average 
of your students / 
colleagues / peers

3. Highlight the difference in 
the spaces – if you are 

higher, how do you 
champion. If they are 

higher, how should you 
be championed?





Metropolitan universities, in the case of the European metropolis, were exclusively 

concentrated on the knowledge of the winners – the eurocentric knowledge, or 

epistemology of the north. This knowledge was based on five main monocultures. That is to 

say, exclusive conceptions of the world, that were taught at University:

• Knowledge

• Differences

• Linear time

• Scale

• Productivity

Monocultures of University



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiMgOklgeos


• Globalising the reading list

• Recognising the contributions of those who have 

been made invisible by structural racism – 

starting with British History 

• Learners generating the resources

• Wider circle of contacts or experiences

• Generation of participation and confidence

• Connections to existing cultural knowledge and 

racial experiences

Strategies to Decolonise



Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs



Unfriendly autumn
A toothed, little tiger runs

on the Savannah

Sandy shiny catch
A central, calm city flies

despite the ocean

Sand scatters the beach,
waves crash on the sandy shore,

blue water shimmers

The stage sits waiting,
for life to emerge on it

Lights, Camera, ACTION!

Emerging sunlight,
coming to destroy the night,

oh what a nice sight





It is important to note that education is both a field of 
inquiry and a field of practice. Education theory and 
research can inform and influence policies and 
interventions in educational systems and institutions. 

For example, global education policy, often under the 
umbrella of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 
4, draws on an industry of education research 
produced by universities, government and non-
government agencies, multilateral bodies, and for-
profit consultancies.

Sustainable Development

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/


In her article for Intersectionality 101: what is it and why is it important?, 

Bridie Taylor (2019) suggests some ways we can be better intersectional 

allies:

• Check your privilege

• Listen and learn

• Make space

• Watch your language

ALLYSHIP IN PRACTICE

https://www.womankind.org.uk/intersectionality-101-what-is-it-and-why-is-it-important/




Thank You
Reece Sohdi

Reece.Sohdi@sunderland.ac.uk
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